
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time –Year A 
 
What is the prophet’s reward?  A quick review of the history of 
the world would seem to indicate that the prophet’s reward looks 
an awful lot like a punishment.  Prophets who speak unpopular 
truths are quickly opposed, resisted, vilified, and even put to 
death.  Jesus, John the Baptist, Jeremiah, Zechariah, Catherine 
of Siena, Joan of Arc, Thomas More, Martin Luther King—
there’s a long list of people who fit into this category.  The idea 
of doing as the prophets have done struggles with this legacy.  
Who would want to put themselves into harm’s way like that? 

But today’s Gospel is paired with a story from an earlier day 
which is much more positive.  Elisha finds support in the person 
of a woman of means who is taken by his words and relishes the 
truth in them.  Her sharing in the prophet’s reward is a fuller life 
than she had known before.  Elisha’s promise to her is that, 
within the year, she would have a son, and more than that.  
Because of that son, her later years would be free of the want 
that often befell women who were without a male member of the 
family to care for them. 

She didn’t ask for that.  It was God’s response to her for the 
support freely given to a person striving to do the will of God. 

While we often see the role of the prophet as denouncing and the 
fate of the prophet as rejection, this passage reminds us that the 
ultimate goal of the prophet is to represent the God who desires 
that all people enjoy life to the full.  

There are plenty of opportunities for speaking prophetically in 
our day and age.  No sooner are we confronted with one 
injustice and called to make major changes to address it that the 



 
 

news cycle is on to the next thing and the first issue seems to 
give way to another urgent call for the reform of an equally dire 
circumstance.   

Racism, immigration reform, environmental issues, the rights of 
babies in the womb, the continuing plague of hunger in the 
world—none of these issues are things we can walk away from, 
or even put on the back burner.  Injustices abound and the 
cultural and economic systems we have inherited are ripe for 
necessary change.  It’s probably unrealistic to think that the 
entire population will take to the streets to advocate for the 
changes that need to occur, but that takes nothing away from 
their urgency.   

Each of us has to “read the signs of the times in the light of 
faith”, as the Second Vatican Council terms it, and see there the 
call of God to create a more compassionate, just, nourishing and 
sustainable society than we have known up to this point.  There 
are many starting points for doing so and they need to converge 
into a genuine, multifaceted renewal of our society and world.  
That’s part of the prophet’s reward—to see the change God is 
calling for come to pass. 

Hankering for the status quo will not supply that reward.  
Neither will a call to return to some Golden Age of the past.  
Each time in history is its own, and God calls us in the present 
moment, which is the only one we have, to work diligently to 
bring the values of the Kingdom to bear on the conditions in 
which we live. 



 
 

The prophetic word is an important component to this activity of 
reform and renewal.  Can we acknowledge the prophets of our 
own day and the righteousness of their efforts?  Can we find a 
way to support them and take up our part in the work that is 
being called for?   

The itinerant ministers that Jesus is addressing in the Gospel are 
so identified with Christ that receiving them is the same as 
receiving Christ himself. Of course, giving someone hospitality 
is an act of solidarity that identifies the householder with the 
guest.  

It is an implicit sign of approval in the same way that eating 
together signifies a bond of communion. In the end nobody gets 
off the hook. Some will give up everything and take to the road 
in the name of Jesus. Others give Jesus’ representatives a place 
in their home and life. But, in the end we all must decide if we 
are fully with him or have no part of him.  

There is no middle ground. 

 


